- What You Can Do:

¥ Learn more about native plants. -

¥ Buy nursery propagated plant-material.
% Don't dig plants from the wild.

¥ Protect native plant and natural area habitat.

¥ Promote responsible landscaping practices.
% Avoid planting invasive plant species.

For more information S

Botanical Gardens at Asheville
151 WT Weaver Boulevard = Asheville, NC 285804
H2B/252-5190

Great Smoky Mountains National Park
107 Park Headquarters Road = Gal]mbl.frg,mm
4253/436-1706

North Carolina Botanical Garden
Conservation Curator
CR 3375, Totten Center
Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3375
919/962-0522
Tennessee Exotic Pest Plant Council
(TN-EPFC)
PO, Box 40692 = Nashville, TN 3?'2ﬂ4!
WWW.SE-EPpr.org
Southern Appalachian Man and
The Biosphere Cooperative
. hitp:l/samab.org
- Contact your local County Cooperative Extension
‘Service Office

JEWELWEED

Useful Websites:

Plants Database - plants.usda.gov/plants/

VA Native Plant Society < www.amps.org -

('.;enter_ for Plant Conservation - www.moboborg/cpg/
Plant Conservation Alliance - www.nps.gov/plants/

Backyard Conservation -
wwwnhqmmmda.guvfcc#barkfard himl

Tt Mags ard Plant List Iy * Naorth Carolina Arborétum -
= Blue Star Consulting » North Carglina State
» Great Smoky Mauntains University
National Park 2 * Western North Caroling
= Southern Appalachian Tomiorrow
Forest Coalition = Yellow Creck Botanizal
* Sputhern Appalachian Inslifute
Man and the Biosphere ;
Cooperative Chlter Pllant Artivork Iy
* Tennessee Natural * Ron Lance
Areas Program—
Matural Heritage Div. Printing of brochure nade

= IS Fish and Wildlife passible by
Service » MNational Fish and
« 1.5 Forest Service Wildlife Foundation

'(iirer Co-sponsors
» Balanical Gardens of
Asheville
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PROMOTES BIODIVERSITY

and endorses a land ethic that
celebrates our natural heritage
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‘A Unique Region
The Southern Appalachians
are known worldwide

 for their exceptional
~variety of plants

. and animals. This : /s
mountain region

and it's unique e
geologic past. - AL

?]_:ilug Ridge Mountains

- Western Narth Carolina is comprised of 23 counties
that lie almost entirely within the Blue Ridge
Mountains of the Southern Appalachians. Seils in this
region tend to be well drained, loamy, strongly acidic,
~and low in natural fertility. Site conditions for plants
‘Jili‘_q-_dewrmined- by the topography, soil pH and depth,
elevation, amount of sunlight, and availability of
water.

i

T

- These varying site conditions support a mosaic

“of native plant communities such as:

* Dry, south-facing slopes have exh‘emielyi'.a_cidi:
-spils that support evergreens such as mountain

laurel and pines, as well as oaks, huckleberry,

- blueberries, and hickories,

* Mn_is_vt, north-facing slopes
support a mixed

- evergreen/hardwood
community type
frequently dominated
by hemlock, tulip

. poplar, and maple.

- % Species-rich cove hardwood forests dominate

- lower slopes and creek drainages. These sheltered

sites support a broad range of flowering

understory trees, showy ferns and wildflowers,

and dense stands of rosebay rhododendron.
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Celebrate Our Natural Heritage

The use of native plants in landscaping is a.
celebration of our natural heritage and an awakening
of a land ethic first expressed by Aldo Leopold, the
father of wildlife conservation, mare than 50 years ago.

The natural processes from which natives evolve
represent the cog and wheel of a healthy ecosystem
sustained by a complex web of biological diversity.

Native plants have many inherent qualities and
adaptive traits that make them aesthetically pleasing,
practical, and ecologically valuable for landscaping.

Using native plants contributes to the health and often
the restoration of an ecosystem. Landscaping with
natives in an urban setting helps restore the

character ot the land and places fewer f
demands on resources.

What Are Native Plants?

Native species are those that naturally occur in an ares;
they have not been introduced by human action. Native
species have evolved over time with the physical and
biological factors specific to their region, such as cli-
male, soil, rainfall, and interactions with other plants,
animals, and insects that live in the area. Thus; native
species are uniquely adapted to the local conditions

and the area’s wildlife, including important pollinators
and migratory birds.

Benefits of Native Plants?

4 Hardy and should withstand regional weather
extremes when properly sited and planted.

4% Promote wise stewardship of the land and the
conservation of our natural resources.

¥ Provide food and shelter for pative wildlife.

% Restore regional landscapes.

¥ [nspire a‘sense of place’ and pride in our
mountain communities.

‘4 Prevent future inm_ive‘ plant introductions.

Native Plants for Wildlife

Using native plants in landscaping helps sustain
native butterflies, beneficial insects, birds, mammals,
reptiles, and other native species. Spring migrating
and nesting birds rely on the insects in our lush

~ forests to give them the energy to travel long distances
*and raise their young. Fall migrating birds depend on

high-energy fruits from flowering dogwood, spice-
bush, and Virginia creeper, Beech, oak, and hickory
trees provide nesting habitat and important nuts

~ and acorns for a variety of wildlife. In the winter,

evergreen trees like American holly, white pine and
hemlocks provide important shelter and food.



